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Overview of Presentation: 

Like California all of central Europe including Ukraine have been affected by global climate change, 

resulting in weather anomalies such as flooding, increased temperatures and drought.   Ukraine is 

unique though in being the country which has suffered the worst nuclear disaster in Man's history.   

When reactor 4 exploded during a test in 1986, it released over ten times the radiation that would later 

be released at Fukashima.  Because of the hazard, the Soviet Union set up two zones of exclusion, 

drawing 10 and 30 kilometer circles of containment around the radioactive Zone.  Everyone was 

evacuated and not allowed to return.  The modern city of Pripyat was left abandoned and its street trees 

while no longer tended, survived and continued to grow.  Now thirty years later we have the ability to 

visit Pripyat and have made a study of horsechestnut trees in the abandoned town and in the city of 

Kiev. In this presentation I will detail what we measured in the two tree populations.  Abandonment is 

certainly not bad for trees as evidenced by the Pripyat horsechestnut trees which had fewer structural 

issues, less damage to their main stems and a better overall form.  The culture and mystique of the Zone 

is also discussed in this presentation. 

 

 

Presenter Bio: 

Dr. Downer has 33 years of experience as a horticulture and plant pathology Advisor with the University 

of California Cooperative Extension in Ventura County.    Dr. Downer’s academic training is from Cal 

Poly, Pomona, (BSc. horticulture & botany, 1981; MSc. biology with an emphasis in plant pathology, 

1983; Ph.D. in plant pathology, 1998, from University of California, Riverside.    Dr. Downer’s research is 

focused on mulch, soil microbiology and disease suppression in mulched soils, diseases of shade trees 

and other landscape plants and cultural practices to maintain landscape plants.  Dr. Downer is a member 

of the American Society of Horticultural Science, the American Phytopathological Society, The 

International Soc. of Arboriculture, and the Western Chapter of the ISA, the International Society for 

Horticultural Science, and the Entomology Association of Southern California.  Dr. Downer also serves  

the Board of the Western Chapter ISA as chair of the Regional Conference Committee.  Dr. Downer has a 

love of shade trees, tree work, wood working, gardening, horticulture and the general study of plants 

and plant biology. 
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