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Overview of Presentation: 

People like planting trees and they also like when large trees result. In 

between the time from tree youth to adulthood is often forgotten until 

some event gets in the way of a mature tree end result. This talk will 

use the many stages (pre-planting, planting, establishment, formative years, semi-mature, mature, 

senescent) as a backdrop in a trees life and what the science tells us about when a lack of maintenance 

resulted in a lessor outcome. Example areas that will be covered include: 

• If trees have no value then no maintenance and getting rid of them is the best option 

• If trees have value, how does maintenance and retention fit into decision making 

• How do we place a value on a tree 

• What are the costs of maintain a tree 

• Is the urban tree a net benefit (benefits – costs) or just a financial liability 

• How do pre-planting and planting decisions fit into long-term tree economics and valuation 

• Is watering really an expense or less expensive than tree mortality and reduced growth 

• You can pay me now with formative pruning or latter with remedial pruning 

• If trees have value, what does the economics say about tree preservation from EAB and DED 

 

 

Presenter Bio: 

Richard is a Professor of Urban Forestry at the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point teaching courses 

in urban forestry, nursery management, woody plants, dendrology, and introduction to forestry. He 

received his B.S. from the University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point, M.S. from the University of Illinois, 

and Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota. Richard has conducted research in tree biology, urban 

forest management, emerald ash borer management, trees and construction, tree risk management, 

and ice storms. 
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