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Overview of Presentation:  
We share the world with millions of other species and engage with 
many of them daily.  Those of us who study, grow, and work with trees 
depend on them for our livelihood, enjoyment, and intellectual fulfillment.  Whether you use, exploit, 
conserve, or just admire trees, having a context in which to understand their relatedness is important.  
Learning the genealogy of common trees, although practically important, can also be aesthetic and 
spiritual pursuit. The more we know about trees and their relationships the more wondrous nature 
becomes, and the more deeply we can engage with these incredible organisms.  There are well over a 
quarter million named plant species, sixty thousand of which grow as trees. What species of trees are 
out there in the world and how are they classified?  How can we make sense of all this diversity?  Dr. 
Ritter will give an overview of the relationships among the world’s trees and our current understanding 
of their phylogeny and modern taxonomy. 
 
 
 
Presenter Bio: 
Matt Ritter is a professor in the Biology Department at Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, CA. He has authored 
numerous scientific papers and botanical treatments, and a natural history guide to San Luis Obispo’s 
native plants.   He is also the author of “A Californian’s Guide to the Trees Among Us”, the state’s most 
popular (and funniest) natural history guide to the urban forest.  He is the California Coordinator of the 
American Forests Big Tree Registry.  He received the WCISA’s R. W. Harris Award for Excellence in 
Education. He is an avid woodworker and gardener. 
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