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Overview of Presentation: 
This presentation was inspired by two key themes. The first is that urban environments are losing trees, 
especially large mature trees, at extremely fast rates. The second is that many tree owners are offered 
only one solution when a tree presents an issue: whole tree or major limb removal. Too few arborists 
and municipalities incorporate creative solutions to retain large trees. Cabling, bracing, and propping are 
proven methods that can allow a large tree to be retained while mitigating risk. As arborists, we should 
be sharing these alternatives with tree owners and reminding them of the value of large trees - a small 
replacement tree does not equal a mature tree. 
Listeners will be given hands-on tools and checklists for how to incorporate these methods into their 
own tree care or consulting practice. Photos and videos of success stories will be shared to provide 
examples. 
Several of the conference themes are closely connected to this topic: (1) Strategies for extending the 
useful lifespan of urban trees. (2) Improved maintenance practices. (3) Application of new technologies 
to improve tree management. 
 
Presenter Bio: 
Nick Araya has been climbing and caring for trees for 19 years. He’s the owner of TreeCareLA which 
manages large and old trees in Los Angeles. Nick is an ISA Board Certified Master Arborist and has the 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualification. He installed his first cable with The Care of Trees in Chicago in 
2001. It is where he first saw proper tree care and how it makes for bigger trees and a healthier city. 
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