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Overview of Presentation: 
This presentation is based on an analysis of conflicts between tree roots and sidewalks. The analysis was 
prepared by Elise Willis of Canopy under contract to the City of Palo Alto. Recommendations are 
intended to inform the comprehensive long-term plan for sidewalk replacement in Palo Alto. 
Potential solutions are organized into categories of tree-based, infrastructure-based, and root zone-
based. Costs, benefits, and drawbacks are described for each solution. Decision trees, sample 
assessment forms, standard details, and material and vendor resources are included in the analysis 
document. 
Participants can learn about a range of solutions, tools, and references to determine which may be 
applied in their own community. 
 
Presenter Bio: 
Walter Passmore is the Urban Forester for the City of Palo Alto. He previously served as Urban Forester 
for Austin Texas, City Forester for Dallas, Texas, Community Assistance Forester for the State of 
Mississippi, and various positions with the US Forest Service. Walter is the current chair for the 
California Urban Forest Advisory Committee. He holds a bachelor of science in natural resources 
management from California Polytechnic State University, SLO, and a Master of Public Administration 
from California State University, Dominguez Hills. 
 
Elise Willis is the Community Forestry Program Manager for Canopy, a non-profit tree group based in 
Palo Alto. She is the primary investigator and author of the tree root sidewalk conflict analysis. Elise 
holds a bachelor of science in forest resources and conservation from the University of Florida. She 
previously worked for the City of Palo Alto as a Management Specialist reviewing construction projects 
to obtain adequate tree protection and compliance with policies, standards, and best practices. 
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