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Overview of Presentation: 
The wildfires that blazed through California and the American West in 2017 were unprecedented on 
many levels. Scouring hundreds of thousands of acres, they destroyed homes and forests alike. While 
the path of destruction was unseen in recent memory in such an urbanized area of the county, we will 
seek to explore if this type of natural disaster is the new norm for wildfires in highly-developed areas 
like the San Francisco Bay Area, or if management strategies can be employed to reduce the likelihood 
of such events. Using summary data and descriptive maps, we will work to understand the development 
of the Central LNU Complex fires in the greater Santa Rosa area in relationship to various perceived and 
contributing factors of both the manmade and natural environments. Were human factors or negligence 
at play? Are we failing to adequately manage our wildland-urban interface areas and related 
vegetation? Do we as resource managers need to refine our messaging and skill sets in the wake of such 
a tragedy? 
 
Presenter Bio: 
The Regional Urban Forester for the San Francisco Bay Area and the North Coast of California, James 
Scheid has served in this role for the California Department of Forestry & Fire Protection since 2008. 
Versed in forestry and fire behavior alike, Jimi's job gives him a broad perspective on the management 
of rural and urban forests to safely meet the needs of those that live, work and play in and near them. 
Knowing the many benefits of urban trees specifically, his a strong proponent for arboricultural best 
management practices working across many disciplines with a diverse variety of stakeholders with 
differing opinions and management objectives. Jimi is a California Registered Professional Forester, an 
ISA Certified Arborist & Municipal Specialist and a 2017 graduate of SMA's Municipal Forestry Institute. 
He has responded in a variety of capacities to numerous wildfires throughout the State of California. 
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