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Overview of Presentation:
This presentation will focus on two major issues concerning the health of Mediterranean pines planted
in urban forests of the Southwestern United States; Aleppo Pine Blight and the Mediterranean Pine
Engraver (Orthotomicus erosus). The native distribution of Aleppo pine (Pinus halepensis) and closely
related species are discussed, the published history of the Aleppo pine blight is reviewed, and suspected
causal agents are identified. A cooperative monitoring program, designed to engage local arborists and
stakeholders in determining the extent and severity of the blight each year is described, and has the
expectation of definitively identifying the causal agents and development of suppression treatments.
The history of the initial detection of the invasive Mediterranean Pine Engraver in California, and
subsequent spread to other Southwestern states will be discussed. We will describe the biology and
damage to host pines in its native range, and provide an update concerning current pheromone trapping
efforts in Arizona. Efforts to prevent the spread of this invasive bark beetle to other states will also be
discussed.
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